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The United Static Senate has
tightly earned the title of the House
of Gabfest. which was applied to it
by a spectator In the galleries.
The United States Senate Is the
must deliberative body In the world.
According to the rules of proce-dur- e

no vote can be taken on an;,
measure until after everybody is
through talking on that measure.

The Senate contends it is the
most representative body in the
United States. The House of

is too business like in
Its proceedings. according to the
Senators. They do not have enough
time for talking. The upheaval
against Speaker Joseph Cannon was
due more to his adherence to theI C7.ar-lik- o rules of Speaker Reed In

I limiting debate anil refusing to rec- -

j ognir.e a member when time had
come for oting.

The House of Representatives has
hern declared to be too arbitrarily
conducted. Some Representatives
want some of the right of the Sen-ator- s.

They want to talk.
Hj Under the rule in the United

States Senate any measure can be
fli blocked indefinitely by talking. Al- -

though every member has his mind
made tip as to how he wants to
vote there Is nothing to prohibit

jl Another in. rnli. T rising to the floor
nnd debating tiie subject even

3 though he knows his oratory will
not change the result. Senator Fn

1 Tillman of South Carolina long
was famous as a speaker in the

Jji Senate While the Democrats wereI 4 In the minority he used to argue
'.aji long hours to block legislation and

S delay the passage of bills he
1 'thought were against the bet ln- -

I ? terests of the people, although he
I '3' well knew that the majority of the
; ' S people were represented b men

jj whose opinions differed from hi-- .
At times In the Senate there are

I outbursts of oratory for no partlcu- -

I lar purpose except to give the
speaker a chancp to send out a

1 flow of oratory. Senator J. Hamll-- i
ton Lewis recently rose to national
fame by his oratorical outbursts in
the Upper House. It Is a fine place
for a man to advertise his ability

tVm as a chautauo.ua orator.
$,s Senators TiFollette, Bristov. nnd

Borah had their standing as chau-xfil- :.

tauo.ua orators raised considerably
SaIm after they entered the Senate All
?VftJ Senators do not become ehautau- -
3fu3ffl qua orators, but if they hao any

jjS, orato-- y in them they have a glorl- -"J ous opportunttv to get on the chau- -

?M tauo.ua platform with a big salary
'fS$M If they can only break into Lhe
''?f3 United Slates Senate

n Senate you can say most
anything about anybody and still

Jw j not be In danger of arrest. Sena -

'&'?A tor Tillman is best known for in- -
vectlve. He could have given

rj Cicero lessons. Senator Reed is also
'AJftl inning fame alone the same line,
tfjj though Reed's style is different

'jAra from Tillman's.
Tnw obJcct of freedom of speech

gtS 'n lhe Senate ! to give every man
opportunity to fell his side of the

Jfif'ifl PRSe aml POaelbly convert others toI $H his belief. Rut that freedom of
speech has been woefully abused.

v4T Senators are not alway the most
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scrupulous of men They would
just as soon block needed legisla-
tion for political reasons as not.

That Is shown clearly In groat
political questions no matter which
party is In power, The minority
hampers the majority as much as
possible so as to win political ad-
vantage at the n. t clfetlon The
free speech of the Senate Is seized
by them for political purposes.
Whether unlimited debate is a good
or bad thing is for th- - to
decide. All the onlooker knows is
that there are plenty of Senators
and have been plenty from earliest
times in American history, who
loved to del&y business for their
own personal glorj
OWEN HAS TEMERITY TO
PROPOSE CURT YILMEXT.

It will be recalled that last ses

sion Senator Owen of Oklahoma,
who is to appear in the light of the
President's tloor leader on the n
peal bill, actually had the temerity
to advocate a cloture rule "Temer-
ity" Is correct because there was
a terrific howl from those soluna
whO are long on that fiction of "sen-
atorial courtesy" which permits un-

limited debate.
Those Senators who are veterans

like to talk of the "open forum of
debate," which exists under the an-
cient Senate rules. They hold that
the Upper House is really more re-
sponsible to the will of the people
because of this unlimited debate;
that the staid and dignified pro-
cedure of the Senate acts as a brake
on an impulsive House. They lay
emphasis on the "deliberative"
when they say the Senate "is the

''''

'

greatest deliberative body in the
world."

Rut the Senate is about to under-
go a change. The direct elections
law seems likely to sweep out a
number of the old warhorses the
ones who are strongest for "Sena-
torial courtesy." Already the mem-
bership of the Senate is being re-

placed by younger men. They are.
not quite so prone to regard the
Senate rules as inviolable a fetih
to be regarded as and
sufficient.

Most of the "young blood' in the
Senate sees that while this "sena-
torial courtesy" sounds fine and
theoretically is an excellent thing,
yet it can be twisted into a great
abuse. One man can absolutely
"block" any Senate action. He can
prevent enactment of a bill.

Imagine a jrroup of half a dozen
or more Senator.- - banded together
to oppose a bill. Senatorial cour-
tesy would permit their actually
"talking the measure to death "
Under strict reading of the rules,
they could start on the opening day
of the session, and. taking turns,
talk throughout the whole session
and never permit the bill they were
fighting to come tO a vote.

The only way in which a date
may be set for a vote on any meas-
ure in the Senate Is by unanimous
consent. Therefore, if a Senator
who is opposing a will wants to take
full advantage of his privilege all.
he has to do to prevent it from
coming to a vote is to be on hand
to talk and to object to a date he-

ir.? fixed for the roll call.
As in the courts, it Is the prece-

dents that are also binding un the
Senate procedure. The rules In the
upper house are not lengthy, but
the precedents are almost number-
less. They all establish, however,
the inalienable right of a Senator
to talk as much as he pleases, the
rlprht to hold the floor against all
comers until he shall have yielded
and rejection of any cloture rule.

There are many Instances where
measures have been talked to death
In th Senate. Tin s.- - usuallv com"
nt the dose of the session when
time is short and the majority Is

trying to rush a measure. The mi-

nority Senators start to talking and
hold the floor apalnst all comers un-

til the session dies Senators have

been honored for that thing be- - 1L
ause they have taken advantage of 1

the rules to block legilsation they 1
thought was ruinous.

Only Natural.
' Speaking d animals, in my opin-

ion the elephant is the cleverest of
them." said the old circus man.
' I remember once, many years ago.
when Jacko, who was then under
my charge, showed me one day that
he could read."

i h, me now," said the listener.
I I: prove It to vou in about two

minutes," said the trainer "Well. j

as i was saying the old fellow got
Ipto n bi rape with the Bengal tler,
and before we could get them sepa- - 1

d lib had his trunk badly dam- - j

'i rt. r the scrimmage was over
J. i. ko broke loose nd started down
the street fast. "He's going Wild!'
somebody shouted. Don't you

It.' say- - I. Now, where do you M
suppose that elephant went to?"

Went to the surgeon's I suppose, j

Can't you get up a better yarn0"
hr. .lidn'i go to the surgeon's, j

fie went straight to. a little shop j

wIktc a . Trunks repaired j

while you wait.' Of course he had I
made a mistake. But what do you
expect of a poor dumb brutd?"

Adam's Distinction.
Pat, who had been summoned for i

bi itlng Wis wife, did all he knew 1

how to put the blaine on his mother- - 1
in law, and in consequence was

hided by the Rench for his lack or j

.jllnntry.
"Why people should think it j

lever and right to malign their A

:nothers-n-la- I don't know." re- - M

marked the Magistrate. Ts chivalry J

quite dead among us? I could.' ho h
added, tbH you of men who never
once said an unkind word of their
mothers-fln-law-- i who never had the
h id t ste to complain about their I

mother-in-law'- s actions. who
"never

I only know of one. youi j

Honor." interrupted Pat,
'Hm Magistrate SCOWled.
"And if vou want to know his

name, Your Honor." went on Pat, j

"It's Adam."

"Papa." asked Willie, 'what Is 1
phenomenal ?" ,, vfe

it Is phenomenal, my son ex-

plained "when aMr. Wlsepate,
lawyer is content with a nominal
fee."

1 ONE-SIXT-H OF PENNSYLVANIA LAID WASTE BY DEFORESTATION, ACCORDING TO REPORT OF STATE COMMISSIONER
." At least one-st.xt- h of the r.rea ofPennsylvania is unproductive.'

and fast going Into a dC8-e- rl

condition because of destruction
jjjMjS of the forests, according to Dr. J.
jffyfl 'r Hot h rock, former State Forest
HmW Commissioner.pi "There is another feature which

merit:- - serious consideration." he
jKsia said. "These barren areas arc for
Bjgg: the rims part depopulated, so lung

ESw ns the timber IcVted they were the
homes Of i rugged Industrious pop-HO-

ulatlon. As soon as the tltnbei was
gone, all of the most energetic
young men left Gradually most of

HE the other." left. Now you can pass
Hl 'ver mile after mile and no: sec an

BMi Inhabited house.
BUM "There are counties in Pennsyl

vania that were prosperous and pop-
ulous so lung is the timber laclnd.
but are now virtually1 bankrupt, andthe end Is not yeL

'We niu t not forget that in times
of public peril many of the strong-
est arms and bravest hearts cainoout of the timber regions. They
were the product of the backwoods.
"We may need them again.

"From tho favored portion ofPennsylvania one might suppose
the Stale, as a whole, was fertileproductive and rich In all that goes
to make a prosperous and a con-tent-

community. vc might loseBight of the fact that In the moun-
tain regions then- arc areas aggre-
gating at least, one-sixt- h of theState which arc untuoductlve. de- -

populate. and fast going into a
desert condition.

"Still more alarming Is the fact
that though almcst every citi.en
now recognizes the truth of these
statements, the general public has
never been so greatly concerned
ovei it as to drive Our lawmakers
to like .; ipiate restorative meas-
ures.

"Not only i the soil which we
have denuded of timber In great
part unlit for r.ny other crop tltHii
timber, but owing to neglect, it la

fast being further Impoverished by
the fires and floods which are

to Kweep oVer it without ade-
quate restraint.

'Timber gone nnd soil going, Is
the oond'Mon with us today, just

when the statement is, officially
made by the Federal Government
that by 19.10 the whole timber crop
Of tho United States will virtually
have been harvested Sixteen jeara
left for us to grow - rnn of tim-
ber before the timber famine is
upon us.

"If we make the largest possible
allowance for doubt, as to the exact
tnith of the above estimate, the con-litin- n

In our OWti State Is so plain
that we must consider prompt reme-dia- l

action the most pressing duty
before the people today. It rank
In importance with public schools
and public health, which, with for-
est restoration should be the trini-
ty of prime Importance lor official
consideration. Our State owes to

Itself that not less than 20.000.000
trees be annually planted and pro-
tected on our present denuded
areas,

"The statement that
If forest fires are kept down these
areas will fores) themselves without
our care is only partly true. he ause
there are areas over which there
Is no glgn of restoration, and there
are no areas on which natural res-
toration shows a coming crop of the
most decjlrable timber. Tho crop
is a mixture of good and bad tim-
ber, which, useful as it may be as
a soil cover and water-conservin- g

factor, does not meet the need of
producing the timber the State will
require In the near future

"Pennsylvania has now one mil- -

7

lion acres of forest reserve, which
Is being as well cared for as pos-
sible under existing appropriation'',
but this represents only forty mllen
square. Yet we know that there
are a least eighty miles square
which require immediate attention.
In other words, the area cured for
Is only one-fourt- h of that which
should be reforested without delay.
We are neglecting three-fourt- of
this pressing duty. How can we
excuse ourselves to the future''

"If there Is one fact that we may
consider as proved In tho latest

of science, it Is that forests
do aid In conserving tho rainfall
and maintain the even flow of water
In our streams and springs.

"At this very hour our national

congress, recognizing the vast im-

portance of water power to the In-

dustries o' the countr, is consider- - .

Ihg how this may bo must wisely
utilized in benefit of all the people. I

do transcendently important does
It seem that the question Is de-

bited in how far the reserved rights 4

of the States may be Invaded to

care for all tho people of the coun-

try. It Is fully recognized that the
protection and increase of our for-

est areas has become essential to

national prosperity.

"What do you do when you want 1

your dog to come to you?"
"I speak to him."
'Does he understand you?'
"Certainly! Don't you urfderstana

when people speak to you?"
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